Federico García Lorca was born on June 5th, 1898, in Fuente Vaqueros, Spain. He went to Madrid in 1919 where he met Salvador Dali. Lorca's two most successful poetry collections were Canciones (Songs) and Romancero Gitano (The Gypsy Ballads). During the Spanish Civil war he he was shot to death without trial by supporters of General Francisco Franco on August 19 or 20, 1936, in Granada.
Diego Velázquez, a Spanish painter was born on June 6th, 1599, in Seville, Spain. He became famous for his realistic, complex portraits as a member of King Philip IV's court. In his later years, the Spanish master produced the famed "Las Meninas." He died on August 6, 1660, in Madrid.
Miguel de Unamuno was born on September 29th, 1864, in Bilbao, Spain. He served as rector of the University of Salamanca; he was dismissed, first for criticizing Spanish dictator Miguel de Rivera, and later for denouncing Franco's Falangists. His most famous novel is Abel Sánchez, a modern re-creation of the biblical story of Cain and Abel. Unamano died while under house arrest in 1936.
Francisco de Goya was a famous painter in his own lifetime. He was born on March 30th, 1746, in Fuendetodos, Spain. In 1770s, Goya began to work for Spanish royal court. In addition to his portraits of the nobility, he created works that criticized the social and political problems of his era. He died in France in 1828.
The son of a deaf surgeon, Miguel de Cervantes was born near Madrid in 1547, in Alcalá de Henares. He became a soldier in 1570 and was wounded in the Battle of Lepanto. Captured by the Turks in 1575, Cervantes spent five years in prison. He was freed in 1580 and returned home. Cervantes achieved literary success in his later years, publishing the first part of Don Quixote in 1605. He died in 1616.
Abd-ar-Rahman III was born on January 889. He was the Emir and Caliph of Córdoba from 912 to 961) of the Ummayad dynasty in al-Andalus. He ascended the throne in his early 20s, and reigned for half a century as the most powerful prince of Iberia. He died on October, 15th in 961
Averroës was born in Córdoba, Al Andalus (present-day Spain) on April 14th in 1126. His name is the latinized form of Ibn Rushd. He was a medieval Andalusian polymath. He wrote on philosophy, theology, psychology, political and classical music theory, geography, mathematics, medicine, astronomy, physics. The 13th-century philosophical movement based on Averroes's work is called Averroism. He died at Marrakesh in present-day Morocco on December 10th, 1198
Hernán Cortés was born in Medellín, Spain around 1485. He was a Spanish conqueror and explorer who defeated the Aztec empire and claimed Mexico for Spain. He went to the New World at the age of 19. Cortés later joined an expedition to Cuba. In 1518, he set off to explore Mexico. King Charles I appointed him governor of New Spain in 1522. He died in Spain in 1547.
Lucius Annaeus Seneca was born in Cordoba in Spain, and raised in Rome. He was probably born between 4 and 1 BC and was a resident in Rome by AD 5. He was a tutor and later advisor (from 54 to 62), to emperor Nero. In AD 65, Nero ordered him to kill himself because of Seneca’s conspiracy (probably untrue) against him.
Philip II was born in Valladolid, Spain in 1527. He was the son of king Charles I. Philip II became king of Spain in January 1556. He governed Spain in her so-called "Golden Age". However, his reign saw the economic decline of Spain, a disastrous decade from 1588 to 1598 which included the disaster of the Spanish Armada. He died in 1598 in El Escorial, Spain.
